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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy 

Revd Geoff Hollingsworth Vicar 302133 
Revd Rachel Wilson Assistant Curate 529126 
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the  
Archbishop’s Permission To Officiate (PTO) 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 
   
Readers  Recognised Parish Assistants 
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318 Mrs Liz Stott 01430 873361 
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 307479 Dr Brian James 01377 288148 
Mr David Rumbelow 306056 Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  Mrs Annie Harrison 01377 288070                   
  Mrs Freda Bailey 01430 873318  
                                                                                          Mrs Lyn Stanton           302073 
Pastoral Team 
Coordinator:   Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Revd Rachel Wilson 
Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mr J Goodhart 368817 
 Mrs M Stephens 373629 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard 304783 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr B James 01377 288420 
 Dr A Henworth 302156 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr B Myerscough 303331 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mr S Jones 01430 871612 

 Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318
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                                       From the Vicarage    September 2016 

                                                         Run the Race 

The Olympics in Rio dominated the TV and the media in early August with millions of people 

worldwide watching and following the games each day. It was amazing to see the abilities 

and achievements of so many talented people. 

When we see athletes perform we are not aware of the hours per day, week, month and 

years they have devoted to training, the setbacks, the sheer hard work and the sacrifices they 

have made to find the time and energy to train; nor are we aware of the people who have 

supported and encouraged them. Effort and commitment have to be given to improve 

performance and make them fit enough to take part. Preparation for the games can take a 

lifetime. 

In the Letter to the Hebrews it says.. let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 

us... and Jesus is given as an example saying how he endured the cross before taking the seat 

at the right hand of God  (Hebrews 12: 1-2).  Our Christian life can be compared to an athlete 

running his race. We need perseverance and endurance to improve and to grow and to make 

the most of our abilities. We need to know what gives life its Christian distinctiveness. This 

requires us to know what Jesus taught and said about how we should live. This involves  

reading and studying the bible daily, taking time each day for prayer, to give time in service 

to others, to learn how to forgive and be forgiven, to put God and his calling first and to 

reassess our priorities and how to use our time, gifts and talents as servants of the Lord. 

Training and regular practice is part of any activity, be it to run a race, do any sport, paint, 

play an instrument, do a craft or perform in a play. The Christian life is similar, it takes time 

to grow Christlike, effort to study the bible and pray daily, and commitment to persevere.  

It is summed up in a popular hymn..Fight the good fight with all thy might and in verse 2 it 

says … 

Run the straight race through God's good grace; 

lift up thine eyes, and seek Christ's face. 

Life with its way before us lies; 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

This month I will have completed 30 years in full time ordained ministry in the Church of 

England. I was ordained deacon on Sunday 7th September 1986 in St Nicholas’ Church ,Thorne 

,Doncaster .Previously I had worked for 15 years in the Civil Service and Local Government in 

Personnel Management .For me it was a whole new path set before me ,one which I truly felt 

called to follow .The reading from Hebrews …let us run with perseverance the race which is 

set before us ,fixing our eyes on Jesus…was given me 30 years ago and has been one of my 

constant sources of encouragement, together with the above quoted hymn. 
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 My grandfather was a church organist, I followed him as organist in the same church many 

years afterwards in the 1970s, and on the day he died the last hymn he played on the organ 

at home was the above hymn and so the words of the hymn always seemed like a personal 

message of encouragement to persevere. 

Although during the last 30 years the Church of England and the place of religion in society 

has changed enormously, the Gospel message is unchanging .As a Church and as individuals 

we are all called to run with perseverance the race which is set before us .We need stamina, 

endurance, patience, support and encouragement especially when there are setbacks, 

challenges and unexpected falls .But we can always be assured of God’s presence with us in 

verses 3 and 4 of the above hymn.. 

Cast care aside; lean on thy guide. 

God's boundless mercy will provide. 

Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 

Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 

 Faint not nor fear: God's arms are near. 

God changeth not, and thou art dear. 

Only believe, and thou shalt see 

that Christ is all in all to thee.                                                              

  Geoff 

                        Sunday 25th September 1045am All Saints Church Pocklington. 

We look forward to welcoming the Archdeacon David Butterfield to our service this 
morning. Do come along to meet him. 

 All Welcome. 

Future date for your diary :              Celebration Weekend  29th to 31st October  

                                                    Watch the bulletin for details 

 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 

will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit 
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Deanery Workshops Evening - Tuesday 13th September at All Saints Pocklington. 
Everyone is invited to take part in an evening of workshops. There are 4 to choose from.. 
Godly Play Taster, How do YOU Read the Bible, Worship with the Elderly and Praying with Your 
Feet. Further details are available in the Church. 
If you wish to attend the evening please let the Church Office know.. tel 306045 or email 
office@allsaintspock.plus.com 
 
Transforming Our Diocese Consultation Evening – Tuesday 6th September, York 
For the last five years the Diocese of York has been working with its vision of Generous  
Churches, Making and Nurturing Disciples.  
However, the Diocese is facing fresh and pressing challenges as well as great  
opportunities. There is a growing sense that the Diocese needs God's  
guidance and direction for how it might realise its vision over the next five years. 
The Archbishop and his leadership team are offering three specific goals to  
every parish and the whole Diocese alike: 
1. Reach the people we currently don't 
2. Move to growth 
3. Establish sustainable finances 
These goals form the basis of a major consultation exercise taking place  
between July and the end of September. 
There is a consultation evening on Tuesday 6th September at Archbishop Holgate School in 
York which the Archbishop will be attending. If you wish to attend please let the Church 
Office know so you can be registered and obtain an entry ticket. Tel 01759 306045 or email  
office@allsaintspock.plus.com 
 
The Pilgrim Course 
The Pilgrim Course is a major new teaching and discipleship resource from the Church of 
England. It aims to help every local church create a place where people can explore the 
Christian faith together and see how it can be lived out each day. It takes a different 
approach to other Christian programmes. It approaches the great issues of faith not through 
participation in a pattern of contemplation and discussion with a group of fellow travellers. 

We are offering this course in our Group of Churches as part of the Diocesan vision of 
Making and Nurturing Disciples. It will commence in various locations in September, 
October and November and initially look at The Lord's Prayer over a 3 week period.If you 
are interested please let the Church Office know and further details will be available in the 
coming weeks.   Tel 01759 306045 or email  office@allsaintspock.plus.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

          An evening of fun and music at 7.30pmOn     Saturday, 1
st

 October 

                 Tickets:   £6.50 to include refreshments     during the interval

mailto:office@allsaintspock.plus.com
mailto:office@allsaintspock.plus.com
mailto:office@allsaintspock.plus.com


 
 

 

                 

Madge Beal, one of our older members, died peacefully at Stoneleigh, Bielby on 
 Tuesday 9th August which was Mary Sumner Day, the birthdate of our founder. Madge was 
 a helpful and willing member and for many years cleaned the brasses in Church until age  
caught up with her and she had to retire . 

                                                            MAY SHE REST IN PEACE  

Normally we do not meet in August but as Mary Sumner Day is on 9th it was decided to  
have a short service in celebration of the life of the founder of Mothers Union.  
The Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson led the service and we were joined by members from  
other branches in the Archdeaconry. It was a lovely service and we owe a big thank you  
to Rodney for putting it together .There were light refreshments afterwards and plenty of  
fellowship. 
On the occasion of the Queen’s 90th Birthday, the Branch sent her a card and we received 
the reply opposite. 
 
Our next meeting is on 6th September when the Revd Les Slow will speak about  
“Young People Count “ 
 
With Many Blessings 
Josie Penter                                                                              

     The Monday noonday prayers for healing and peace have now taken place for over 12 

years, and it is lovely that people come regularly to pray for the needs of others. Sometimes 

names are placed in the prayer request box next to the prayer candle stand in the Lady 

Chapel, and at other times we receive them directly from church members or from those 

outside the church, and it is a joy to be able to pray for the healing of people or situations, 

but there are times when we are given names and then those who gave them forget to let 

us know when prayer is no longer needed, so if you have given prayer                                               

requests in the past, would you, if you have forgotten, please let us know what the present 

situation is by either leaving a note in the prayer request box in the chapel, or by phoning 

either  

Paddy Palmer 304099, or Pat Herbert 30360. 

Thank you, and do come and join us if you would like to share in this ministry of prayer for 

about 20 minutes on Mondays at noon. Even if you do not wish to pray aloud your presence 

in sharing with us in silent prayer would be greatly appreciated 
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Hello from us, Keith and Rachel Wilson, newly arrived in Pocklington, where Rachel is to 
serve as Assistant Curate in the two benefices of Londesborough and Pocklington Wolds, 
having been licensed at a special service in All Saint’s Church, Pocklington, on August 10th 
by Bishop John, Bishop of Selby.  Nine churches and eleven communities to meet and get to 
know. Let’s introduce ourselves to you and please say hello and introduce yourselves to us 
as we are out and about in the town and villages. 
 
Rachel is a retired teacher of deaf children and Keith a retired forester, whose work mainly 
involved community and amenity woodland work and creation. We lived and worked in 
West Yorkshire most of our married life and lived in Haworth when our girls were growing 
up. We have two daughters, Kathryn, now 30, and Miriam, 24.  
Following early retirement from teaching and her training and ordination, Rachel served her 
curacy and first ministerial post in Long Preston with Tosside and Slaidburn, below Settle in 
North Yorkshire, between 2003 and 2010. During this time she began ministry within the 
Deaf community, using and developing her sign language skills, and worked with Deaf 
people across the whole of what was to become the new Anglican Diocese of Leeds in West 
Yorkshire and the Dales whilst continuing her role within the parishes.  
 
In 2010 we moved to live in Pool when Keith retired from his work in Burnley and Rachel 
became House for Duty Assistant Priest in the parishes of the Benefice of Lower 
Wharfedale. The move to Pocklington brings Rachel a step nearer to her parents who live in 
Sleights, making visits much easier, as they move into their 90s. For now her work with Deaf 
people is on hold, but she may pick up some aspect of this specialist ministry in the years to 
come if the opportunity arises.  
 
We both have a love of the natural world and are enjoying getting out on our bikes to 
explore the wonderful countryside and also enjoy being able to cycle into town for 
provisions.  We have an 8 year old Patterdale Terrier, Pip, who is also enjoying settling in to 
a lovely new home with plenty of good places to walk and explore close at hand. We will be 
making the most of the plethora of wildlife watching opportunities across the Wolds and 
along the rivers, canal, and the estuary. 
We look forward to getting to know you, and to sharing in ministry with you, in the 
churches and communities of this lovely part of East Yorkshire. 
God be with you 
Rev Rachel Wilson 
 
RECOMMENDED READING 
At the Licensing Service of Revd Rachel Wilson in August, the Bishop of Selby in his sermon referred to a 
recently published book which looks at the Church of England over the past decades and today and raises 
some very important discussion points. Why not get a copy and read all about it? 
The book is called That Was The Church That Was: How the Church of England Lost the English People by 
Andrew Brown and Linda Woodhead from Bloomsbury Publications. 
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                                  Re-launch of the Ladies Breakfast Group 

                                       By Mae Brown and Chris Ramsden        

                      Our first meeting will be on Saturday 17th September  

                                                   At 8.15 for 8.30         

                             At the Lilypad Café in Burnby Hall Gardens                                                                       

                               The Speaker will be Revd Rachel Wilson  

                Please sign the board in Church on the table near the door  

                                        By Sunday 11th September        

  The cost will be £10 per head. It would be most helpful if all monies could be 

paid in advance to Mae      

                       We both look forward to seeing you at the Breakfast  

                            Tel: Mae 305521 or honoremae@hotmail.com 

Holidays with a God-flavour by Rodney Nicholson 

DURING the holidays, far from the Church closing down, a number of Christian activities will 

have taken place. Today, as in the past, Christian organisations and churches run holiday 

clubs, beach missions, camps and house parties. There will be fun, games, barbecues, crafts 

etc but always with the ultimate aim of introducing the young to a living faith in Jesus 

Christ. Our daughter’s sister-in-law and her husband, now a team vicar in London, spend 

two weeks every summer leading the Scripture Union beach mission at Abersoch, North 

Wales, bringing their three young children too. The unmarried elder son of my retired 

colleague in Clitheroe also helps at Abersoch. In fact, he is a qualified youth and children’s 

worker, now based at a church near London. 

 Many of our old songs, such as “Wide, wide is the ocean” and “The wise man built his 

house upon the rock” were written for children’s beach missions. A certain Josiah Spiers 

became acutely aware that in, supposedly Christian, England the gospel was largely 

unknown. He began children’s meetings in Islington in 1867, which developed into the 

CSSM – Children’s Special Service Mission - holding missions at seaside resorts. From this 

came the Scripture Union which produced bible study notes to help those who had been 

touched by Christ to grow in their new faith. Scripture Union is now a highly respected 

international organisation publishing excellent material and placing Christian workers in 

schools – among them Emily Finch, with her bus, who is attached, part-time, to Woldgate 

high school. 

mailto:honoremae@hotmail.com
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Carol Ledgard, a church member at Market Weighton (who with her husband 

Anthony used to attend the same church in Bradford as Les and Hilary Slow) told me that 

she discovered a beach mission at Llandudno – possibly run by Scripture Union. Aged about 

14 at the time, Carol with her mother chose to attend the adult evening service on the 

sands, rather than go to the daytime children’s games and activities, standing on the 

periphery. Through that mission Carol discovered the hymn, ‘Just as I am without one plea’, 

which has remained a firm favourite. 

 Here at All Saints we have Little Saints, who ran their excellent holiday club, ‘Summer 

Saints’ in July. Let’s rejoice in, and pray for, these activities. Many owe their Christian faith 

to those who took the trouble to give them such opportunities when they were young.  

 

                   The Apple Tree.        (Holy Cross day, September 14) 

Beyond the city wall, far from the Eden paradise 

The Son of God took upon himself man’s apple sin 

To be nailed upon the accursed tree with Him. 

And below this cruel cross the snake did writhe 

Bruised by the awesome purity of Him who died. 

For here it was that Jesus triumphed, gave His life for all 

And gained the victory over sin and death’s dread appal 

For now, no resting place for Christ in death’s dark tomb, 

 God has healed His wounds, His hands, His feet, His riven side 

Mysteriously re-birthing Him from that cold stone womb, 

His body glowing with eternal life, and all God’s promises fulfilled in Him. 

 

Now here stands the apple tree flowered with pride, 

The nail scarred branches all with blossom clothed- 

The promise of good fruit that is yet to come, 

And its myriad petals   fragranced with abounding joy 

That the One who died is risen and now in glory reigns. 

     Our Lord’s great work on the tree is done! 

                                           Alleluia!                                         Paddy     
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A Quirky View of the Olympic Games  by Rodney Nicholson 

LACKING interest in sport and being uncompetitive by nature, I confess to having virtually 

ignored the Olympic Games. Of course, they have been spectacular, bringing pleasure and 

excitement to many people, and they have shown that football is not the only sport – 

cycling, athletics and water sports all being given prominence. I do, however, have certain 

idiosyncratic irritations with the Games. 

 First, and probably irrationally, I am irritated by the term ‘Team GB’. New expressions 

generally annoy me. For example, some years ago the expression “The Royals” came in. 

Until then, ‘royal’ was an adjective, so that we spoke of ‘the royal family’. Someone, 

without authority, turned it into a noun, so that you could be ‘a royal’. More recently we 

hear the terms NHS England or Police Scotland. What names did we use previously? Alastair 

Campbell, Tony Blair’s Director of Communications, famously said, “We don’t do God”. 

Since then, the phrase “we don’t do....” crops up all over the place. So, I don’t like new 

expressions, and Team GB is one of them. 

 Second, I resent the Olympic Games taking over most of the news. Little has been 

said about the refugee crisis since the Games began but men, women and children are no 

doubt still being drowned every day. Italy had a train crash in July which killed 23 people 

and injured 52 others. Did that make the headlines? Thousands are unjustly languishing in 

imprisonment in Turkey, but they are largely forgotten in the excitement over gold medals. 

South Sudan remains a country in agony, yet the West is hardly interested. A good thing is 

that a refugee team entered the Olympic Games, including athletes from South Sudan, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Syria and elsewhere. Perhaps someone who has watched 

plenty of Games coverage could tell me what prominence this team has received. 

 Third, I do wonder about the financial burden of the Games on the Brazilian people. 

There are reports of state funds being diverted to make sure the Games could run and of 

state employees only receiving instalments of their salaries. Hosting the Games has led to 

the building of a high-speed bus line, a metro and new tram line, but how far have these 

schemes benefited the poor of Rio de Janeiro. On the hand, chaplains to the Games are 

quoted in the Church Times as praising the Olympics as hugely beneficial to local people – 

perhaps, however, not the poorest? They added that the opening ceremony showed the 

warmth, generosity and vibrancy of the people of Rio. 

 Sport brings people together, it is said. Certainly the Bible uses sporting analogies, 

such as when St Paul speaks of ‘finishing the race’ and ‘fighting the good fight’’. The 

granddaughter of a member of one of my previous churches was chosen as a volunteer 

steward for the London Olympics and found it a thrilling experience. In spite of my quirky 

comments, may the Rio Olympics bring much good. 

 

The deadline for the October edition is 9am Friday 16th September 
and should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                              
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                                 September Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 4th  9.15 am Family Service (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 11th   6.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP)   
 25th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 4th    9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 18th    9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 4th     9.15 am All Age Worship 
 11th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW)  
 18th   9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 25th   9.15 am Special service –Harvest  
 Londesborough  
 4th     10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 11th   10.45 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 25th   10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 11th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 25th   9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Nunburnholme 
 4th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 18th  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) (Baptism) 
 
 Pocklington 
 4th    8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 4th   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)   
 11th  10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 11th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 18th   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 18th     10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) Speaker Caring For life 
 25th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist(CW)Archdeacon DButterfield 
 25th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
  
 Shiptonthorpe 
 4th     10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 11th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 18th    10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 25th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

 24th July  Ava Rose Tomaskewska (Pocklington) 

 24th July Emelia Rose Hannigan (Pocklington) 

 31st July Casey Philip Trevor Waslin (Huggate) 

 31st July Ariyah Rose Roberton (Millington) 

 7th August Megan Pitchers (Pocklington) 

 14th August  Salvador Alfie Garcia (Pocklington) 

  

 
 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

  

 

 

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

 

 5th August   Victor Green  (York) 

 15th August  Judith Ann Lucille Tinson (Pocklington)       
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2016 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £27.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £415.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £178.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

